
CITY OF BLUE ASH 

Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 
 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the September 8
th
 Council Meeting 

DATE:  September 6, 2011 

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

  

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the September 8
th
 Council 

agenda.  

5. Beautification Week Award Presentations 

The Beautification Week judging process took place in June and July, with the City receiving 
nominations for over 55 residential properties. All properties nominated for an award were 
judged by the Committee. Examples of the judging criteria included overall appearance, type of 
plantings used (garden variety/color), and overall lawn, landscaping and tree maintenance. 

This year’s Beautification Week winners, who were invited to Thursday’s meeting to receive 
their awards, include: 

 Mayor’s Choice:  L. Lyon & L. Lohr, 9330 Bluewing Terrace 

 Committee Choice:  Brad Kuhr, 10310 Ryan’s Way 

 People's Choice:  Robert Kaufman, 5133 Muriwood Court 

 Michael Hodovanic, 5621 Samstone  

 Corporate Choice:  Embassy Suites 

Runner Up’s in People’s Choice: 

 5375 Myerdale Drive – David Kremp 

  5180 Caltalpa Creek – Dr. Allan Peck 

 5140 Muirwood Court – Mike Phillips 

 4699 Elizabeth Place – Victor Ster 

 8914 Cherry Street – Ronald Ziegler 

 9499 Railroad Avenue – Sharon Hankinson 

 9565 Lansford Drive – Timothy Clard 

 6 Muirfield Lane – Edward Strasser 

Please direct questions regarding the Beautification Week process to Councilman Czerwonka. 

10.a.1. Ordinance No. 2011-54 – Declaring improvements to a parcel of real property in 

Blue Ash (known as Legacy Pointe) to be a public purpose and exempt from property tax 

and authorizing related agreements 

As you will recall, City Council recently enacted Ordinance 2011-31, a Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) Ordinance relating to the itelligence project and the 8.095 acre portion of the 29-acre 
“Duke” site on Osborne Boulevard.  Ordinance 2011-54 is TIF legislation representing the “non-
itelligence” remainder of the site (approximately 21 acres) as was contemplated by the 
Development Agreement with Duke Realty and itelligence.  Unlike the earlier Ordinance, the 
funding scenario of Ordinance 2011-54 is similar to the Target TIF in that it captures the non-
school district increased property tax valuation from the new private improvements that will be 
constructed on the remaining Duke property in the future.  The Sycamore Community School 
District will be made 100% whole and as a result, the School District is not required to formally 
approve the TIF.  The School District has received notice of this TIF and has voiced no 
opposition.  (See Sycamore Community School District’s supporting correspondence attached.)  
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The proceeds of this new TIF may be used to supplement (as you will recall that entailed a 
small City subsidy to the schools) the financing of the current public improvements (construction 
of the access road and utility burial) and; for such other public infrastructure improvements as 
defined in the TIF Statutes that the City determines are necessary for the development of and 
operation of the future private improvements surrounding Osborne Boulevard and the access 
road.  The term of the TIF is 30 years beginning after the future private improvements are 
complete and first appear on the tax duplicate. 

A portion of Duke’s remaining 21 acres will eventually become the new access road (about 2.2 
acres) and would not contain any private improvements which would annually generate TIF 
revenues (PILOTS) for the City under this legislation.  However, the itelligence project has 
sparked interest in the future lots Duke will sell for development, including the corner of 
Osborne Boulevard and Reed Hartman (potential restaurant), the parcel on Reed Hartman next 
to the hotels, as well as the old Osborne trucking site at the corner of Osborne Boulevard and 
Kenwood.  Those private developments will generate TIF revenue for Blue Ash.    

See Sycamore Community School District’s supporting correspondence. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Assistant to the City Manager or 
Treasurer. 

10.b.1. Ordinance No. 2011-55 – Amending Ordinance No. 2010-32 relating to Golf Course 

Irrigation Replacement Project 

Ordinance No. 2011-55 amends Ordinance No. 2010-32 relating to the “Issue 15” Blue Ash 
Golf Course 18-Hole Irrigation replacement Project. This change order addresses the 
installation of an irrigation system related to the first phase of the clubhouse irrigation system.  
The Southern Group was the successful bidder for installing the golf course irrigation system 
and the City has been pleased with the outcome of the project.  Therefore, to maintain 
continuity with the existing installation and with The Southern Group still being on-site, it would 
be more cost effective to add the first phase of the clubhouse irrigation to the scope of work 
rather than separating the bid the work.  Estimates were obtained from other contractors and 
prices were comparable.  The anticipated completion of the work is December 2011.  The 
second phase will constitute a spring installation of all the heads and lateral piping.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

10.c.1. Ordinance No. 2011-56 – Authorizing purchase of bulk rock salt 

Ordinance No. 2011-56 authorizes a contract for the purchase of road salt for an amount not to 
exceed $61.56 per ton. This purchase is in conjunction with the initiative, the Government 
Cooperation and Efficiency Project (GCEP), which is a shared purchasing arrangement 
available to all local governments within Hamilton County. The City of Cincinnati recently bid the 
purchase of salt, and the winning bidder was Morton Salt, Inc. The unit cost of $61.56 per ton 
(delivered to the Public Works salt barn) is $2.67 per ton less as compared to last year. Blue 
Ash’s intent is to purchase a minimum of 2,800 tons and a maximum of 4,200 tons through the 
Cincinnati contract.  

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director. 

10.d.1. Ordinance No. 2011-57 – Authorizing purchase of Emergency Medical Services 

unit for Fire Department 

In a step toward greater fiscal responsibility and efficiency, the Northeast Fire Collaborative 
worked to establish a common medic unit specification for the collaborative departments.  A 
“multi-unit discount” of $6,000 was offered to the collaborative departments from the 
manufacturer, Braun Industries in Van Wert, Ohio, off the State of Ohio’s Cooperative 
Purchasing Project price for this unit.  The Blue Ash Fire Department suggests the purchase of 
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a 2012 Braun Chief XL Medic Unit on a Ford F-450 chassis from Life Star Rescue, Inc. 
(Contract #7723300109) for a gross amount not to exceed $193,000.   

The Fire Chief is also seeking Council approval to allow for a trade-in of the City’s 2003 Horton 
553B Type III Emergency Medical Vehicle to Life Star Rescue, Inc. for an estimated amount of 
$20,000.  This trade-in credit will be used to reduce our cost to below $173,000.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Fire Chief. 

10.d.2. Ordinance No. 2011-58 – Designating Police Department as Lead/Administering 

Agency for ODPS/OCJS Law Enforcement Liaison Grant; authorizing professional 

services agreement; and establishing special revenue fund 

The Police Department has been offered an opportunity to administer a grant for a regional 
Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS)/Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) Law 
Enforcement Liaison.  

The Law Enforcement Liaison increases local law enforcement’s awareness and increases 
participation in both national and local efforts to educate and assist law enforcement agencies 
with the development and execution of highway safety programs; increases local law 
enforcement’s understanding of traffic safety programs and available resources provided by 
ODPS; and provides the ODPS with administrative and technical support with the establishment 
and continuation of a regional Law Enforcement Liaison position. 

The City, through a Professional Services Agreement, is to retain a consultant to act as the 
regional Law Enforcement Liaison and the consultant will be compensated or reimbursed solely 
from grant funds. 

In administering this grant, the City will be eligible to receive administration fees of 18% of the 
direct labor costs expended, which could equate to ±$15,000 per grant year. 

To accommodate this effort from an accounting/audit standpoint, it will be necessary to create a 
new revenue fund entitled “Law Enforcement Liaison – ODPS Fund”.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to Police Captain Jim Schaffer via 
jschaffer@blueash.com or to the Police Chief.  
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