
CITY OF BLUE ASH 

Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the June 13th Council Meeting 

DATE:  July 9, 2013  

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the July 11th Council agenda.  

4.a.1. Resolution No. 2013-6 - Reappointing members to the Civil Service Commission 
and Board of Tax Review  

Resolution No. 2013-6 reappoints members to the Civil Service Commission and Board of Tax 
Review (Steve Richter and Arnold Stoller, respectively).  The positions expired July 1 due to the 
method of appointment outlined in the Charter, and all have been contacted to confirm their 
interest in continuing to serve. 

4.a.2. Resolution No. 2013-7 - Reappointing member to the Recreation Board  

Resolution No. 2013-7 reappoints Elaine Kerr to the Recreation Board.  The position expired 
July 1 due to the method of appointment outlined in the Charter, and has been contacted to 
confirm her interest in continuing to serve. 

4.a.3. Resolution No. 2013-8 - Reappointing members to the Planning Commission and to 
the Board of Site Arrangement and Board of Zoning Appeals  

Resolution No. 2013-7 reappoints members to the Planning Commission and Board of Site 
Arrangement and Board of Zoning Appeals (John Berry and Paul E. Collett, Jr., respectively).  
The positions expired July 1 due to the method of appointment outlined in the Charter, and all 
have been contacted to confirm their interest in continuing to serve. 

5. Public Hearing for the Consideration of the 2013 Tax Budget (Resolution No. 2013-9) 

As is customary this time of year, a public hearing for the 2014 Tax Budget will be held July 11, 
2013 at 7:00 PM. It is necessary to hold a public hearing and to thereafter present Council with 
a resolution for the Budget's acceptance, as has been the practice in the past. A copy of the Tax 
Budget is available for review by the public. 

Please direct any questions regarding this motion or the tax budget process to the Treasurer. 

6. Public Hearing for the Consideration of a proposed Zoning Map Amendment to 
rezone approximately 26.2999 acres at 10900 Kenwood Road currently M-4 Light 
Industrial District to the R-4 Residential District. 

Ryan Silverman of Silverman and Company, Inc. is proposing to rezone approximately 26.399 
acres of 10900 Kenwood Road from M-4 Light Industrial District to R-4 Residential District to 
allow the development of a multi-family residential use (“Creekside Place”).  See below for a 
description of the proposed development. 

The Planning Commission reviewed the proposed Zoning Map Amendment at its June 6, 2013 
meeting and recommended approval. 

This is the public hearing and first reading of this ordinance. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Community Development Director, Dan 
Johnson. 



7. Public Hearing for the Consideration of a Special Use Permit for a Multi-Family 
Development at 10900 Kenwood Road 

If the Zoning Map Amendment proposed in the prior Agenda item is approved, Ryan Silverman 
of Silverman and Company, Inc. plans to build a 252 dwelling unit complex that includes 11 
buildings and a separate clubhouse.  The development would be on both sides of the creek that 
runs from Hazelwood to the north and exits under Kenwood Road towards Osborne Boulevard.  
Access would be from Kenwood Road and the primary entrance would be at the signalized 
intersection of Kenwood and Osborne. 

The Planning Commission reviewed the plan in detail and included conditions in its 
recommendation that are included in the Ordinance.  The applicant intends to submit a revised 
site plan prior to the public hearing that addresses these items, which should be available at the 
Council meeting. 

If the Zoning Map Amendment is not approved, this application is moot. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Community Development Director, Dan 
Johnson. 

13.a.1. Resolution No. 2013-9 – adopting the 2014 Tax Budget 

The City of Blue Ash, as well as other governmental entities throughout Ohio, is required on an 
annual basis to prepare a tax budget, to present the budget in a public hearing, and to secure 
City Council’s acceptance of the tax budget.  Under the law, the accepted tax budget must be 
received by the county auditor’s office no later than July 20th of a given year, or the entity’s 
portion of local government funding may be placed at risk.  In accordance with the required 
notification, a copy of the Tax Budget has also been available for public review in advance of 
the public hearing. 

Although the tax budget process does not compare in detail or complexity to the fall proposed 
budget, it does provide a “first glance” at the upcoming year, helps structure various funds, and 
identifies the major projects that are anticipated in the upcoming year.    The format of the Tax 
Budget is standard, and reflects two years of actual or completed financial operations, an 
estimate of the current year, as well as the prediction for next year.   

The information presented for 2013 is based upon the existing budget for this year.   

Looking forward into 2014, an estimated increase of 2% in withholding tax collections was 
utilized and operating expenditures were essentially held in-line with 2013 levels (with the 
exception of an estimated 2% increase in salaries).  Local government fund revenue estimates 
are consistent with 2013 levels; however, the Tax Budget reflects the complete phase out of the 
estate tax revenue. 

Capital/construction items shown in the 2014 Tax Budget include a total of $750,000 for 
customary capital equipment purchased on an annual basis, such as replacement of Police 
vehicles, Fire Department equipment, technology expenses, and replacement equipment for the 
Recreation Department. In addition to yearly replacement capital, $900,000 was included for our 
annual paving and sidewalk maintenance programs as well as funding for economic 
development opportunities consistent with past levels. 

In anticipation of continued improvements at Summit Park, cost estimates were included in the 
Tax Budget for Phase II of the construction.  Coupled with likely bond proceeds, we allocated 
$3M from Issue 15 funds, which essentially covers the land payment and additional costs 
related to Phase II of the project. Discussions continue as to the components and timing of 
Phase II improvements and better estimates are expected during the fall budget process. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer. 

13.a.2. Ordinance No. 2013-35 – transferring funds  

The attached transfer ordinance provides for the following budget modifications: 

- Summit Park (Fund 445) – Allows for temporary transfers in of Issue 15 funds until bond 
proceeds are received.  Complying with audit requirements, we must provide for 



available funds and adequate appropriations to cover the encumbering of bid awards 
and payment of invoices.  We will reverse this transaction upon receipt of the bond 
proceeds. 

- Plainfield Road Sidewalk Project and Carver Road Rehabilitation (Funds 443 & 444) – 
This adjustment provides for the transfer of $100,000 of current appropriations from the 
Carver Road Rehabilitation fund to the Plainfield Road Sidewalk Project fund.  The 2013 
budget included funding for both projects based on estimated construction costs and 
expected grant/loan proceeds.   Now that we have final estimates for both projects, the 
need exists to adjust the budget to accommodate these estimates. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer. 

13.c.3. Ordinance No. 2013-36 – authorizing purchase of bulk rock salt  

Ordinance No. 2013-36 authorizes a contract for the purchase of road salt for an amount not to 
exceed $64.02 per ton. This purchase is in conjunction with the initiative, the Government 
Cooperation and Efficiency Project (GCEP), which is a shared purchasing arrangement 
available to all local governments within Hamilton County. The City of Cincinnati recently bid the 
purchase of salt, and the winning bidder was Morton Salt, Inc. The unit cost of $64.02 per ton 
(delivered to the Public Works salt barn) which is the same price as last year.  Blue Ash’s intent 
is to purchase a minimum of 4,000 tons and a maximum of 6,000 tons through the Cincinnati 
contract.  

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director.  

13.b.1. Ordinance No. 2013-37 – awarding bid for Carver Road Rehabilitation Project 

Bids for this project were advertised on June 12 and 19, 2013 in the Northeast Suburban Life 
Press, and were publicly opened on June 26, 2013. Five bids were received and Administration 
is recommending Council authorize a bid award to the low bidder, Sunesis Construction Co. for 
unit prices as shown on the bid summary.  This project should be completed by May 16, 2014. 

Due to continued pavement deterioration, Carver Road will be reconstructed from Malsbary 
Road to Anderson Way.  Along with removing and rebuilding Carver Road, the construction will 
involve utility adjustments, installation of new storm water system, curb and sidewalk.  The 
sidewalk portion of this project will complete the sidewalk from Malsbary Road to the Belcan 
Property and connect the existing pedestrian pathways from Cooper Road to Glendale-Milford 
Road.  The sidewalk will also include a pedestrian bridge in order to provide access across the 
concrete swale.  Funding for this project is provided by a 0% interest 10-year Ohio Public Works 
Commission Loan.  

 Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director. 

13.c.2. Ordinance No. 2013-38 – awarding bid for Glendale-Milford Road/Reed Hartman 
Highway/Kenwood Road Culvert Repairs 

Bids for the Glendale-Milford Road/Reed Hartman Highway/Kenwood Road culvert repairs were 
advertised on Wednesday June 19 and 26, 2013 in the Northeast Suburban Life Press, and 
were publicly opened on July 2, 2013. Three bids were received and Administration is 
recommending Council authorize a bid award to the low bidder, National Gunite, Inc. for unit 
prices as shown on the bid summary.  We are recommending the award include the base bid, 
alternate 1, alternate 2, and alternate 3 which combined are less than the engineer’s estimate 
for this project. This project should be completed by October 18, 2013. 

Corrugated metal culverts under Glendale-Milford Road, Reed Hartman Highway, and Kenwood 
Road will be strengthened and stabilized with a concrete invert.  Currently, the bottoms of these 
pipes are missing, causing the roads to settle.  This project will restore the flow line (bottom) to 
the pipe and fill the voids that have developed.  This work will lengthen the life span of the pipe 
and help prevent further road settlement or collapse. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director. 


